
 

Preparing for “Mass Deportations” 

 

1. Seek a legal consultation 

• With private attorneys: Call the American Immigration Lawyers Association at 1-800-954-0254 
for a referral.  

• With nonprofit organizations that employ U.S. licensed attorneys or Department of Justice 
accredited representatives. A good place to find help with this is by visiting Legal Services of 
Northwest New Jersey at: www.lsnj.org 

2. Create a safety plan  

• Identify your emergency contacts and memorize their phone numbers.  

• Provide your child’s school or day care with an emergency contact to pick up your child.   

• Provide authorization in writing for your emergency contact to make medical and legal decisions 
for your child.  

• Tell your loved ones that if you are detained by ICE, they can try to use ICE’s online detainee 
locator to find you: https://locator.ice.gov/odls/#/search  

3. Collect your documents in a safe place 

• Keep your identity information and financial information in a safe location.  

• Gather documents showing the length of time you have been in the United States; the most 
recent two years are most important. This can include U.S. income tax returns, utility bills, 
leases, school records, medical records, bank records, or other documents.   

• Make sure your emergency contact can access all of these documents.  

http://www.lsnj.org/
https://locator.ice.gov/odls/#/search


4. Avoid immigration fraud  

• Only seek legal advice from an attorney or an accredited representative at a Department of 
Justice-recognized nonprofit organization.  

• Lawyers must have a license from a U.S. state to practice law. Ask to see their law license. Law 
licenses from other countries do not authorize the practice of law in the United States.   

• Accredited representatives must be accredited and work for a nonprofit agency recognized by 
the Department of Justice. Ask to see their accreditation documents.  

• Never sign an application with false information.   

• Never sign a blank form.   

• Ask for copies of everything you sign.  

• If the advice sounds too good to be true, get a second opinion before filing an immigration 
application.  

5. Be alert for digital scams  

• Be skeptical of social media posts promising new or quick immigration relief.  

• The U.S. government (including Department of Homeland Security, U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services, Immigration and Customs Enforcement, and State Department) will never 
contact you via WhatsApp or social media.    

• With limited exceptions, such as people who are released from detention and told they must 
check in with ICE via telephone, the U.S. government generally does not contact individuals by 
phone.  

• If you receive an unexpected message or phone call from someone who claims they are an 
immigration ofÏcer or other government ofÏcial, do not respond or share personal information. 
Do not wire or transfer money to pay a “processing fee” or for any other reason.   

• If in doubt, consult an attorney or accredited representative before taking any action.  

• Avoid sharing unverified information on social media. 

  



Things to know and do if you encounter ICE in your community. 

 

All persons in the United States have constitutional protections, including the right to remain silent when 
questioned or arrested by immigration ofÏcers. Being stopped by immigration ofÏcers or other law 
enforcement can be frightening, but it’s important to stay calm. During any encounter with law 
enforcement, it’s important to do the following:  

• Stay calm and don’t run, argue, resist, or fight the ofÏcer, even if you believe your rights are 
being violated or you are being treated unfairly. Keep your hands where police can see them, 
and tell them if you need to reach into a glove compartment or for a wallet to show your papers. 

• Don’t lie about your status or provide false documents. 

• If you are pulled over in a trafÏc stop: Ask if the ofÏcer is from the police department or 
immigration. Immigration ofÏcers often identify themselves as “police,” but they are not police. 
Ask if they are from Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) or Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP). If they are immigration ofÏcers, follow these guidelines about what 
information to provide.      

o If you are a U.S. citizen or have lawful immigration status: Show your passport, legal 
permanent resident card, work permit, or other documentation of your status. If you are 
over the age of 18, you should carry your papers with you at all times. 

o If you are undocumented: You have the right to remain silent and do not have to discuss 
your immigration or citizenship status with the police, immigration agents, or other 
ofÏcials. Anything you tell an ofÏcer can later be used against you in immigration court. 

•  If an ofÏcer knocks on your door: Do not open the door. Teach your children not to open the 
door. OfÏcers must have a warrant signed by a judge to enter your home. ICE “warrants” are not 
signed by judges; they are ICE forms signed by ICE ofÏcers and they do not grant authority to 
enter a home without consent of the occupant(s). 

• If you are outdoors and think you see immigration ofÏcers nearby: 

o Move to a safe indoor space 

o If you are a U.S. citizen and feel safe to do so, record the activity with your phone or 
write down any relevant information about what you witness—ALWAYS being careful to 
not interfere or otherwise obstruct the operation 

o DO NOT: 

▪ Post unverified information on social media 

▪ Interfere with the investigation or otherwise put yourself in harm’s way 

 


